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So much transition occurred since I last wrote a reflection. In the midst of the COVID-19 

pandemic, NEC Prep school moved completely online. This caused me to have to have flexibility 

and adaptability in achieving my goals. Fortunately, my three main goals for this semester with 

NEC Prep choirs were broad enough and pertained to some “intangibles” that did not rely on a 

specific type of classroom setting. They were as follows: 

 1. Communicate effectively with my counterpart so that we are of like mind when it 

comes to rehearsal pacing, both within an individual rehearsal and over the semester. 

2. Engage the students in fun and energetic ways  

3. Teach the music in a methodological way so as to get better results in retention  

If anything, the pandemic and subsequent quarantine has made it so that goal #1 is achieved 

inherently. We have had to operate with a lot of organization and be completely on the same page, 

and in a way that has made our team-teaching more effective because we have to think through our 

actions and can no longer play off of one another. On the other hand, I miss the spontaneity of 

being in the choir and being able to respond directly to the choirs needs and build off of one 

another. 

Teaching remotely has put a damper on trying to achieve goal #2. It seems that the students’ 

time is inundated with screens, and so we have less attendance and engagement from the kids. 

Zoom teaching has also created a whole new set of disciplinary issues - abusing the chat, 

mute/unmute functions, and annotation all add to a mayhem that is sometimes very hard to 

control. However, we have come up with things like “nature walk challenges” and writing 

challenges to get the kids off of screens and to get their bodies moving more. We are also currently 

working on a virtual choir video, and are having a Q&A session with Mr. James Burton, the 

composer of the piece.  

Unfortunately, our May and June concerts have been cancelled. This has put  a hold on 

learning new materials, but instead we have been giving out “hide and seek” challenges (e.g., we will 

give them a specific rhythm passage or sequence of notes that they have to go find) where they find 

a particular passage of the music and then have to learn to sing it.  



A really valuable lesson this internship has taught me is how to ask questions and assess the 

infrastructure of an organization to see how much outside support there is. I am really grateful that 

NEC Prep transitioned to online learning smoothly and allowed us to keep our jobs.   

 


