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“I am not a teacher, but an awakener.” --Robert Frost 

 

The Teacher I Want to Become 

I think the plight of a teacher is to inspire. Nobody wants to feel as though their work is 

meaningless, yet mere transfer of information often is not enough to inspire minds. Teachers 

-- the great ones -- inspire the minds that learn from them. But how do you become one who 

inspires? There are many authors who try to encapsulate the formulas for transforming your 

life into an inspirational one (Carnegie, Peale, and more recently, Mark Manson, for some 

examples), but I think the very nature of being an inspirational teacher negates any one 

hard-and-fast rulebook. Above all, the most inspirational teachers I have found are those 

who are flexible. Outlined below are some of the strategies and techniques that I will explore 

and integrate into my teaching philosophy in an effort to keep myself adaptable, and 

ultimately, become more the teacher I aspire to be. 

 

The teacher I want to become is self-aware 

CASEL names self awareness as one of the five core competencies resulting from social 

and emotional learning (SEL); I believe self awareness is one of the core foundations for a 

growth mindset. As an A-T-S, I want to be skilled in accurately recognizing how my output 

(my own artistry, my teaching, and my scholarship/own learning) is affecting my students.  

● A thoughtful teacher 

○ Approach students with intent and critical assessment so as to create a 

learning environment that works with them  

○ Invested in intellectual, political, economic, culture - understanding the 

universal value of education  

● A teacher who isn’t complacent in teaching alone, but is also out in my own artistry 

○ I want to stay sharp in my own skills so that I can accurately represent the 

kind of sounds/productions I expect of my own students.  

● Stay in contact with my own artistic, leadership, and teacher mentors 

● Set intentions and goals for myself as a teacher, not just for my students 

 

The teacher I want to become adapts 

●  Self-regulation, being able to adjust myself/my thoughts/actions  

○ Trying students in the classroom 



● most appropriate ways to demonstrate what you want know when certain things are 

what they student needs differentiated instruction  

● One who makes things fun! And is innovative 

● Creative approaches so that things do not get boring or stagnant; leading students to 

figure out the whole structure of a concept, rather than one side/view 

 
The teacher I want to become is current 

This is important to me because I strive to land at the center of the Artist-Teacher-Scholar 

matrix, which requires me to have and continue to develop skills in the artistry of 

teaching/scholarship. 

● Part of staying current is teaching! I believe I learn from my students just as much as 

they may learn from me 

● I would like to be recognized as a good collaborator and mentor to others 

● A knowledgeable teacher in literature of learning, but also in repertoire  

○ Someone who is able to guide students in their own searching for “their thing” 

 

The teacher I want to become equips  
Part of equipping my students with tools to grow is to establish a love of learning. I believe 

this is best done by sparking their curiosity. Therefore, I will equip my students via providing 

them with opportunities to engage in critical thinking and reflective learning and guiding them 

to transfer those skills to other areas of education.  [...] Some tools and strategies I have 

thought of to meet this goal include: reflective listening exercises, creating their own 

melodies, staging/performing the pieces they work on technically with me, and creating 

goals. I want to be deliberate and systematic about the thinking processes through which I 

am leading my students.  

 

 

Transfer within music  

How could you make a melody that looks like a triangle, etc? 

Just say, transfer and motivation are related  

Motivate them so that transfer happens to other areas of their lives 

 

In order for educators to teach for transfer they must have experience using their knowledge 

autonomously and be able to solve authentic and appropriate problems in music. 

 



● A teacher that equips students with the ability to self-assess and evaluate 

○ Meta cognition  

● Guides, doesn’t lead 

○ Gestalt moments! 

○ Piaget → learning transfer  

● Trustworthy 

● Growth mindset vs fixed mindset 

 


