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This year, I am serving as Interim co-conductor of the three NEC Prep School 

Children’s Choirs. Having already experienced a semester of this position, I have some 

specific goals in mind for this semester:  

1. Communicate effectively with my counterpart so that we are of like mind when it 

comes to rehearsal pacing, both within an individual rehearsal and over the semester 

2. Engage the students in fun and energetic ways 

3. Teach the music in a methodological way so as to get better results in retention 

Because of scheduling/work, I have significantly more headspace to dedicate to this position 

than I did last semester. I plan to incorporate some of the music teaching strategies I learned 

during my time at Nashoba Brooks School and bring them to the three choirs at NEC. I 

hypothesize that the students will grasp onto them more quickly and with more excitement 

than those at NBS. My co-conductor and I seemed to have gelled a little bit more this 

semester, and I am more comfortable suggesting things for her/taking her suggestions as 

well. I am excited to learn more about team-teaching, as I feel it is a helpful skill to have!  

We are preparing to perform Tanglewood Festival Chorus Conductor James Burton’s 

new song cycle The Lost Words. Originally poems (“spells”)  from a UK book, these songs 

explore different animals and plants in nature that are being “lost” in the vernacular of UK 

students (they have been removed from the children’s dictionary in favor of more modern 

words like “wifi”).  I would love to engage the choirs on an intellectual level, as well as a 

musical level. The books happens to have sparked an educational revolution in the UK, and 

John Muir foundation has made available a teaching resource for the classroom. I acquired 

the resource, and am using various parts of it to host discussions, show videos, and read 



related materials to the students. It is my hope that throughout the semester, the choristers 

will create their own “spells”, artwork, etc. for aspects of nature that stick out to them.  


