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Portfolio Triple Entry Journal Response Template 
 
 

Name: Megan Dillon Date: 9.10.19 
Context of Response: Artist Teacher Scholar - Scripp Article 
Main Focus The concepts of the artist teacher scholar 
Purpose To recognize where I’m at in the model and to see where I could go. 
Framing Questions  

 
 
 

Objective Information (objective information 
in the forms of quotations from readings, 
interviews, artifacts, accounts of events, etc.) 

Personal Response (subjective interpretation of 
events, words, artifacts, readings, questions raised, etc.) 

Implications for Music in Education? (new 
questions, application of ideas, reconsiderations of 
viewpoint, etc.) 

What is the evolving role of music and musicians 
in public school education? 

This is a question that I’ve been struggling to articulate 
for years as I see more and more public schools cutting 
the arts budget. I want to explain the importance but 
beyond what music means to me, I’m not sure what 
benefits would make “higher ups” reconsider their 
position. I think music creates community, 
introspection, collaboration, cooperation, self-
discipline, emotional development and expression, 
etc….but that doesn’t seem to be enough to maintain 
its position in public schools.  

This should be something that current and future music 
educators ponder and stress about. More than just teaching 
band or playing Ode to Joy on the recorder (all important 
things), we need to better advocate for our role in 
education. Additionally, I think framing classes/activities 
to emphasize some of the benefits listed previously is 
essential.  

“The music teacher who values and contributes to 
the scholarship of teaching and learning music and 
musical processes” 

I don’t agree with this. I’ve had teachers who were 
decently good musicians, incredible educators, and 
weren’t scholars in the least bit. I don’t think to be an 
excellent educator you need to contribute scholarly 
articles. Is it something educators should strive? Sure, 
maybe. But I don’t think it’s necessary for all to be 
effective.  

It’s good to be up to date with current thoughts and 
scholarly work that’s applicable to your career/interests, 
but you don’t need to be a musicologist to be a good 
elementary music educator. Academic writing could 
(possibly) enhance your teaching, but in my opinion, is not 
necessary in every case.  

Summary:  
The goal: 
Artist- skilled performed, improviser, composer 
Teacher- skilled instructor, leader, coach 
Scholar- skilled researcher, journalist, critic 
 
Secondary goal: 
Find ways to meld the three.  
 
 


