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Teacher interview questions 

 
Key:  
Making learning fun and/or creative 
Focusing on growth/growth mindset 
Adjusting/applying strategies 
Using music 
 
 
● Why did you want to teach? 

My early memories of school were of worksheets, but in fifth grade my teacher gave us 

projects.  As a young kid, this was fun and creative.  We did albums about our families, 

books about different states, and we could illustrate our stories.  This teacher left such an 

impression on me that I started thinking, that’s what I want to do when I go up.  I want to 

make school and learning fun.   

● What’s your teaching philosophy/rationale? 

My philosophy has always been to make learning fun.  I want to help create a thirst for 

learning.  My methods for doing this have changed over time as my understanding of 

students and how minds work have changed.   

● How do you motivate students to learn? 

When I first started teaching, I thought a big part of building that love of learning was my 

enthusiasm for the subject rubbing off on students. Now I teach strategies such as growth 

mindset, choice, it’s the journey, not the result, and mistakes make you grow.  The 

student has to be invested in their learning or that thirst will die out.  I try to teach skills 

and strategies that can be applied in many subjects and that give students a voice. 

● What tools do you use to help facilitate learning? 
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1. I always start the year with Growth Mindset lessons.  We watch videos from Dr. 

Boaler at Stanford University on how a person’s mindset affect their learning.  

The power of  yet, speed is not the goal, and “mistakes make your brain grow” are 

several strategies that I see making a huge difference in student’s lives. 

2. I teach multiple strategies for each lesson in math, science, or writing.  The 

students get to choose which strategy best suits their learning. 

3. I also give the students a choice on how their final outcome will look.  Giving 

them a choice to showcase what they know really empowers students to take 

ownership of their learning. 

● Can you describe a successful lesson you ran?  

Recently, I heard about some Kagan strategies that work well in the class. I 

decided to try playing the “60 Beats per Minute” playlist that Kagan recommended.  The 

students were about to do their first writing diagnostic of the year.  This is a quick writing 

that shows me where they left off, as writers, from last year.   

The prompt was: I am eager to understand what you can do as writers of stories. 

So today and tomorrow will you please write the best personal narrative, small moment 

story, that you can write? Make this story about one time in your life. You will have two 

one-hour blocks to write this true story. 

Most students do not like writing this because they only have two hours and I 

cannot help them along the way.  They usually complain even though I tell them that it is 

not for a grade.  It is just a diagnostic for them to show me what kind of writer they are. 

This time I played the “60 Beats per Minute” meditation music.  I saw many students 

relaxed, calm, and working hard on their stories.  I was thinking this was a fluke until I 
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tried it with my other writing class and got the same results.  I will definitely use music 

more during independent learning this year. 

● How do you integrate technology in the classroom? 

My school is blessed to have a one-to-one student-computer ratio.  We use technology 

every day in various subjects.  Some examples are: Google Classroom, Google Apps for 

Education, online textbooks, Jason Project, online encyclopedias, databases, and image 

libraries.  Students use a wide range of teacher-approved technology for research, 

creating, and assessments. 

● Do you integrate music? How? (ex: attention-getters using clapping, mnemonics 

using singing, or playing music during self-led time)  

I use music in several ways in my classroom 

1. I  ring a three-note to refocus the class for new directions or a transition. 

2. I play music during writing brainstorm time.  Usually instrumental like classical 

or Piano Guys. 

3. Recently, I started using the Kagan, “60 Beats per Minute” music during other 

independent learning times.  I have noticed that students are more focused and 

calm when I play that music. 

4. If we need a movement break, I will sometimes play a fun song to motivate and 

get the wiggles out. 

● What is the music program at your school like? 

We have a pretty robust music program at our elementary school.  Every student gets at 

least one hour of general music each week.  Fourth graders can choose to take orchestra.  

Then in fifth and sixth grade they can also choose to join band, orchestra, or chorus on 
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top of their one hour of general music.  Most of my students take either band or strings 

and a few choose choir.  

● What do you think is the role of music in your school? 

In an elementary school, the role should be to build a foundation of basic music and 

allow students to explore various aspects of music.  The upper grades give students a 

chance to try out and play new instruments. 

● Do you see any effects before/after music time? 

I do see a calmer, more focused student after they have had band, strings, or chorus.  I 

also see this after I play instrumental music in my class. 

● Do you see opportunities for increased music integration? What value would that 

provide students/educators? 

We have a few teachers in our building that sit on an Arts Integration committee.  They 

look for ways to pull the arts into our everyday lessons.  We try to give the students 

various options to show their creativity with their projects.  Some of the outcomes may be 

to write a rap song to teach PEMDAS, a jingle for a PSA anti-drug ad, or a movie trailer 

with music for a book. 

● Does your school find music valuable for student’s education? Why or why not? 

I think my school finds music valuable.  I have seen first hand how music in the 

classroom and in our lives can refocus the brain, help creativity, and even show patterns 

in math class.  Music has been proven to increase our connection in the brain.  I try every 

year to bring music into my class; I know I can do more. 

→ If not, how could music teachers be better advocates for its effectiveness?  
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● How do you lesson plan? Is there a curriculum you have to follow? Do you 

collaborate with other teachers? 

In Fairfax County we have state standards for each grade that must be covered  (SOL 
- Standards of Learning).  FCPS gives us lots of materials and resources to teach these 
standards. We get to choose which materials will work best for our students.  As a 
fifth grade team we plan together so we can share ideas and strategies.  We have a 
day set aside, during the planning block, for each subject. This also gives us a chance 
to reflect on what worked and what didn’t each week. 

 

What does a successful lesson look like typically?   

● A successful lesson has students engaged, participating, and collaborating; they 
are on task and working toward the lesson goal. 
 

What makes a lesson more or less effective?  

● A lesson is effective if the students feel connected to the topic or curious about it.  
You have to be creative in making new topics and strategies interesting to 
students.  They have to be vested in their learning.   

● I teach everything in a workshop model.  I spend 10-15  minutes direct teaching a 
new concept or strategy and then the other 30-45 minutes are for the  students to 
work on the project or activity to practice that new concept. 
 

What situations do you notice students in flow (super focused/encouraged)? 

● You can see this as the students are working and they are looking down at their 
work, asking questions, and sharing ideas with their group. 

● In math class I give them projects where they think for themselves first, then 
share strategies with tablemates, and finally share with whole class.  We talk a lot 
about growth mindset and that you don’t give up...just try another strategy. 

 

How would your first year of teaching compare to your current year? How are you 

different? 

● My first year was very different.  I had a combo first through third grade 
classroom at a small school.  I had to create and write most of my curriculum with 
no county resources. 
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● For the past six years I have been blessed to be on a team that values collaboration 
and teamwork.  FCPS has a wealth of resources and my administration lets me 
choose what materials and strategies.  

● I have also grown as an educator.  I used to think some strategies were good 
practice and now I see that they weren’t the best for my students.  
 

● Was there anything you learned on the job that you didn’t anticipate?  

 I’ve learned to be open to new ideas and be flexible each and every day in my 
teaching. 
I went to a class at Stanford University three years ago and it completely changed my 
point of view on teaching.  I learned that speed doesn’t matter,  you can learn 
anything, and mistakes make your brain grow.  This growth mindset has completely 
changed the way I teach every day. 

 

● What do you wish you could do or provide for the students to make learning more 

effective (if anything)? 

My number one goal is to impart students with a love for learning, curiosity, and 
kindness.  If I can do this effectively, then that is more important than multiplication 
tables or science facts. These are life long goals that will help them to be people. 

 

 

 


