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Name: Megan Dillon Date: 9/11/19 
Context of Response: Teaching for Transfer Article (Perkins and Salomon) 
Main Focus What is transfer? Why is it important? How can we promote it? 
Purpose Increase transfer for students 
 
 

Objective Information (objective information 
in the forms of quotations from readings, 
interviews, artifacts, accounts of events, etc.) 

Personal Response (subjective interpretation of 
events, words, artifacts, readings, questions raised, etc.) 

Implications for Music in Education? (new 
questions, application of ideas, reconsiderations of 
viewpoint, etc.) 

“Transfer goes beyond ordinary learning in that the 
skill or knowledge in question has to travel to a 
new context.” 

I remember once, in AP chemistry in high school, 
when I was able to apply something I learned 
previously to a stoichiometry problem. I had a huge A-
Ha! Moment. I think the transfer of skills and 
knowledge is an invaluable tool for everyone, 
especially students. I’ve noticed my own studio 
professor use transfer by helping me to recall melodies 
or rhythms from other pieces to improve my 
understanding of the current problem.  

Educators can create activities/problems that steer students 
towards concepts learned previously or in other classes. 
This is very useful in music. A difficult rhythm that you 
spent time teaching to a student/class can then be recalled 
in a later piece.  

“There may not be as much to transfer as we 
think…[these skills] may be much more specific to 
those contexts than one would imagine. Skill and 
knowledge are perhaps more specialized than they 
look.” 

I agree with this. I think if we try really hard we can 
make connections where we want to see them; there 
may not be a transferable skill for every situation.  

Educators can use transfer to aid instruction, but there 
might not be anything to refer back to in every situation.  

Low road transfer- the old behaviors fit the new 
context well enough so that they function quite 
adequately 
High road transfer- deliberate mindful abstraction 
of skill or knowledge from one context for 
application in another 

I am most familiar with low road transfer, such as me 
recalling something from a previous lesson and 
applying it to a new problem. I am less experienced 
with high road transfer. I think I see examples of high 
road transfer mostly through metaphors... “diminuendo 
slowly like the sun setting”… that is if I’m 
understanding this correctly.  

This implies that there are two types of transfer and 
educators can use one or both. This is handy because if 
you make reference to something a student hasn’t 
experienced (high road) then you can try to recall a prior 
problem the student faced and compare it to that (low 
road).  

Summary: 
Transfer involves the extraction of previous experience and its application to a new problem/topic. The transfer of skills and knowledge is a 
very useful tool that can help an educator explain/help in a situation or an individual tackle a new problem.  
 
 
 


