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Portfolio Triple Entry Journal Response Template 
 
 

Name: Megan Dillon Date: 10/29/19 
Context of Response: Lifelong Kindergarten, Ch. 1 
Framing Questions How can we help young people develop as creative thinkers so that they’re prepared for life in this ever-changing world? 
 
 
Objective Information (objective information in 
the forms of quotations from readings, interviews, 
artifacts, accounts of events, etc.) 

Personal Response (subjective interpretation of events, 
words, artifacts, readings, questions raised, etc.) 

Implications for Music in Education? (new questions, 
application of ideas, reconsiderations of viewpoint, etc.) 

He felt that many of the A students, despite 
their high grades and test scores, didn’t have this 
creative, innovative spirit needed to succeed in 
today’s society. Chen argued that China needed a 
new breed of students, which he called X 
students. Chen explained that X students are 
willing to take risks and try new things. They’re 
eager to define their own problems rather than 
simply solve the ones in the textbook. It’s X 
students who come up with the most innovative 
ideas and creative new directions. P.1 

As a musician, I want to be this desirable ‘X student’ 
but realistically I’m more akin to an “A student”. I 
grasped the concept and expectations of school really 
quickly; perhaps this is why the idea of graduating and 
leaving school is terrifying. The expectations placed on 
students are understandable and require very little 
creativity. I have not had to be super creative to 
succeed, perhaps only mildly creative.  

Creating X students is going to require X educators. I have 
to change, as an educator, to be like this X student in order 
to influence others to be creative and create X students 
rather than A students.  

There’s a greater need for creative thinking today 
than ever before, and new technologies are 
offering new ways to help young people develop as 
creative thinkers. P.3 

I agree with this but wonder if this is the case in music 
as well. We have DAWs and notation software but they 
require some level or knowledge and skill. We may not 
be doing enough creatively for our younger generation. 

This has a direct correlation to music education and the 
preservation of classical music in general. This 
preservation will require creative thinking. For instance, 
musicians and music educators need to build communities 
to build audiences. Classical music, or reflective music, 
takes time to appreciate and understand. Visceral music is 
consumed easily. We can’t expect our art form to last if we 
are not insisting upon it and being creative to incorporate it 
in the community. Possible ideas: play all the time, 
anywhere, and talk to people –make connections. Civilians 
and non-musicians can be a huge ally and proponent of 
public funding for art programs. 

Imagine, Create, Play, Share, Reflect. P.6 The 
Creative Learning Spiral is the engine of creative 
thinking. They learn to develop their own ideas, try 
them out, experiment with alternatives, get input 
from others, and generate new ideas based on their 
experiences.P.7 

I notice this spiral of creative thinking the most when 
I’m doing something I’m not great at. For example, I 
like designing and building furniture from wood. I’ve 
had no formal training and only own one power tool. 
But I imagined a record cabinet, designed it, and 
reflected multiple times before I went and bought the 
materials. Then I constructed it, ran into minor 
problems, reflected on that, tried something different, 
and continued the creative spiral.  

This is like the concept of ‘Arts Propel’. Production -> 
Perception -> Reflection … becomes a cycle. Production 
begins with making things, which influences our 
perception. Perception leads to reflection where we realize 
connections, which then influences how we make things. 

 

How can we encourage and support these types of I think this would be very effective. I can’t remember Possible ideas: take the time to include projects in lesson 
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creative learning experiences?  
In short, we believe the best way to cultivate 
creativity is to support people working on projects 
based on their passions, in collaboration with peers 
and in a playful spirit. P.8 

the last time I did a project with a group that I was 
passionate about and felt like I was being creative and 
growing. I do participate in a quartet, and I feel very 
artistically expressive in that but I don’t know the last 
time I created something, except maybe furniture and 
that was just my husband and me, bickering on the 
living room floor about measurements.  

plans or throughout the semester. Allow students to pick 
their groups so they can feel comfortable or allow them to 
do projects outside of class and present them later to show 
they are growing from this creative learning.  

I believe that this highly visible weekly ranking 
was bad for all students— those in the first row as 
well as those in the last. It was painful for me to 
see tire same pedagogical approach repeated 
decades later, with greater efficiency, thanks to 
new technologies. P.12  

The most recent example that comes to mind for me 
was receiving rankings on my lesson plan in class. Did 
it give me a clear idea of how my lesson was received? 
Yes. Did I do well overall? Yeah, not too bad. 
However, it wasn’t encouraging but rather very 
deflating. I had to sit there acting like receiving a 2 in 
every category from one person wasn’t a personal 
thing. The high scores didn’t make me feel good and 
the low scores didn’t inspire me to reflect on my lesson 
so much as feel embarrassed, especially because this is 
everyone’s first time teaching. Was this as bad as 
rearranging student’s desks based on their grades? Not 
by a long shot but I don’t think it was effective.  

A better solution could be to send the feedback to the 
presenter and not share with the whole class as they sit 
there awkwardly.  

Summary: creative learning is important especially as the world and new technology advances.  
 
 


