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A Changing Landscape: Urbanization 

● The Industrial Revolution (late 18th century-19th)  
○ Manufacturing and the mechanized factory system 
○ Iron production processes 
○ The rise of the railroads 
○ Electricity  

● Contributed to a dramatically changed landscape  
○ Urban environments expanding, population explosion 
○ Problems with pollution, waste management, impact on surrounding natural 

environments, especially rivers  

Early Environmentalism 
● Efforts to protect natural spaces began particularly in England as a response to the 

Industrial Revolution 
○ “The Society for the Protection of Birds” (1889) 
○ “The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest of Natural Beauty (1894) 

● Conservation Efforts  
○ John Muir and Teddy Roosevelt influential in the creation of the first National 

Parks (Yosemite established in 1890) 
○ National Park Service created in 1916 
○ World Conservation Union (now IUCN) is founded in 1948 

● Concerns over Pollution 
○ The term smog is coined in 1905 by Henry Antoine Des Voeux to describe the air 

pollution in London  

Climate Justice 
● Frames climate change as a social, ethical, and humanitarian issue in addition to be an 

environmental one.  
● Holds that the people affected most by climate change are most often the least 

responsible for it. Therefore, the greatest responsibility in addressing climate issues lies 
with nations whose contribution to the problem is the greatest, i.e. nations like the U.S. 
that have produce some of the highest levels of CO2 emissions per capita 

● The first Climate Justice Summit was held in the Netherlands in 2000 

 



Musicians Participating in Environmental Activism  

● Woody Guthrie 
○ Dust Bowl Ballads 

■ Album recorded in 1940 and is considered to be one of the first ‘concept 
albums’  

■ Is semi-autobiographical in that it is a first hand account of life as an 
‘Okie’ migrant moving from the Dust Bowl to the Peach Bowl (CA) 

● Pete Seeger 
○ Folk Music and Social Activism 

■ American folk singer and social activist; the most prominent figure in the 
American folk music revival 

■ Involved in several different movements including Civil Rights, protest 
music of the Vietnam War, and Environmentalism  

■ Documentary, Pete Seeger: The Power of Song 
■ Began the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater organization 

○ God Bless the Grass  
■ The first album to be dedicated entirely to environmental songs 
■ Produced in 1966 by Pete Seeger, Malvina Reynolds, and several other 

artists  
■ “My Dirty Stream”  
■ “God Bless the Grass”  

○ Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 
■ Non-profit organization in Beacon, NY began by Pete and his wife Toshi 

in 1966 
■ Clearwater’s first voyage was made in 1969 
■ Involved in advocacy and public education that led to efforts to clean up 

the river from pollution caused by sewage dumping, mercury 
contamination, and PCBs from General Electric (carcinogenic and 
environmentally toxic) 

■ Known for its music festival, the Clearwater Festival 
■ “Sailing Down My Golden River”  

● Rev. Fred Small 
○ Faith-Based Environmentalism  

■ Unitarian Universalist Minister, Climate Justice Activist, 
Singer-Songwriter!  

■ Has been involved in ministry at First Church Unitarian in Littleton, First 
Parish in Cambridge, and Arlington St. Church, Boston.  

■ Director of Faith outreach for Climate XChange and co-chair of Religious 
Witness for the Earth 

 
 



● Tanya Kalmanovich 
○ The Tar Sands Songbook 

■ Canadian violist and ethnomusicologist on faculty at NEC 
■ Recently wrote a play that addresses energy and humanitarian issues 

surrounding Canada’s processing of tar sands for oil 
■ The play is accompanied with original compositions and is meant to foster 

discussion and humanize the people involved  
● John Luther Adams  

○ Become Ocean 
■ Symphonic work written in 2013, won the Pulitzer Prize for Music in 

2014 
■ "[...] profoundly influenced by the natural world and a strong sense of 

place. Through sustained listening to the subtle resonances of the northern 
soundscape, I hope to explore the territory of sonic geography—that 
region between place and culture… between environment and 
imagination" 

■ “Life on this earth first emerged from the sea. As the polar ice melts and 
sea level rises, we humans find ourselves facing the prospect that once 
again we may quite literally become ocean.” 

■ Each group is given slowly moving sequences of sound, often in the form 
of arpeggios for the strings, and each block has its own rise and fall. Thus 
the groups overlap in an ever-changing pattern. The phrase lengths are 
constructed so that there are three moments when all the groups reach a 
climax together; the first is early on, and the second represents the greatest 
surge of sound. From that point, the music is played in reverse: the entire 
piece is a palindrome. Underlying this pattern, a rippling effect is provided 
by a centrally placed piano which plays continually throughout.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arpeggio
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