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 I am working as a teaching assistant to Lee Ann Burdick, the head of the Music Together 

Program at Russell J. Call Children’s Center at Northeastern University.	  I	  continue	  to	  go	  each	  

week	  to	  observe	  the	  Music	  Together	  Class.	  After	  the	  half	  hour	  class,	  Ms.	  Burdick	  and	  I	  meet	  

to	  discuss	  plans	  for	  next	  week	  as	  well	  as	  a	  simple	  solfege	  lesson	  to	  help	  her	  better	  

understand	  solfege	  and	  tonal	  patterns	  that	  the	  guide	  book	  talks	  about.	  	  

à Mr. Gilbert asked about our sessions: 

• I taught her the circle of 5ths and how to warm up with numbers, letters, or solfege 

• The Music Toegther program has tonal patterns so now she understands what she is 

singing 

• The Music Together book is to the resource book we use 

	  

	   I	  want	  to	  talk	  about	  my	  experience	  last	  week.	  I	  shadowed	  Lee	  Ann	  on	  Halloween	  and	  

it	  was	  obviously	  a	  very	  high-‐energy	  day	  as	  the	  children	  were	  excited.	  The	  daycare	  itself	  

does	  not	  actually	  celebrate	  Halloween,	  as	  they	  try	  to	  celebrate	  the	  changes	  of	  season	  and	  

not	  holidays.	  Before	  we	  began	  the	  Music	  Together	  program	  Lee	  Ann	  could	  sense	  that	  there	  

would	  be	  a	  lot	  of	  interruptions,	  so	  to	  try	  and	  avoid	  that	  we	  did	  an exercise where we are 

supposed to “shake all of our sillies out”. It honestly worked and the program was very 

successful.  

à Mr. Gilbert asked what I learned: 

• Sometimes you need to find a fun way to deal with a complicated situation à this was a 

simple activity that was not tedious that helped the kids focus 



 

 The students are starting to recognize me and feel more comfortable around me the more 

I am there; children are very trusting. They now treat me like another teacher who is sitting in the 

circle with us. The program impacts the children a lot; they remember it each week and help Lee 

Ann set up when counting how many songs we do (8), and what notes the a capella songs start 

on (hello/goodbye song). The songs that involve everyone having an instrument are very 

successful as it gives the children the freedom to improvise and walk/dance around. The songs 

where Lee Ann teaches movement are engaging, however, she must be very repetitive so the 

children can easily understand how to do each movement. She tends to stay seated on the floor 

with this song, or at least in place, because if she were to move around some kids will not see 

her, and that would cause problems.  

 Each week I teach Lee Ann more solfege/tonal practice. At first, I was sticking with the 

way that I learned, but then realized that Lee Ann is not being tested and doesn’t need to 

memorize or learn “new” foreign topics to her, so we decided to learn solfege through numbers.  

à Mr. Gilbert asked what Lee Ann was familiar with and what we used with the kids: 

• Lee Ann knew numbers 

• For the kids we use “La” for tonal practice and moveable doh when warming up 

 

We look at the small interval examples that they have in the Music Together book, figure out the 

key and then warm-up using numbers. I taught her the “fill in” method and quietly will do the 

examples with her, but letting her lead and make mistakes. 

à Mr. Gilbert asked me to explain the fill in method: 



• This method has you sing all the notes in-between the two notes you should be singing, 

so you see the relationship between the interval and get is correct 

• I document everything in my journal and each week come prepared to help Lee Ann 

more 

 

 We have been speaking about the Bell Curve of the Program, beginning with a focus 

song, then working your way up to more exciting activities where the children can be more 

creative on their own, and then we finish and wind back down with another focus song.  

 
Below is the format: 
 

 
	  
	   This	  week	  Lee	  Ann	  said	  I	  can	  create	  movements	  to	  This	  Little	  Light	  of	  Mine	  and	  teach	  

it	  to	  the	  class!	  I	  am	  very	  excited	  for	  this	  opportunity.	  I	  am	  hoping	  that	  in	  the	  next	  few	  weeks	  



I	  will	  start	  to	  understand	  how	  to	  create	  a	  30-‐minute	  Music	  Together	  program	  and	  feel	  

comfortable	  being	  the	  teacher,	  just	  in	  case	  I	  get	  trained	  in	  this	  style	  of	  teaching.	  	  

	  

Julia,	  

• This	  all	  sounds	  great.	  Think	  about	  a	  bit	  more	  specificity	  as	  you	  head	  towards	  your	  

portfolio	  given	  the	  unique	  terms	  that	  you’re	  employing.	  Think	  about	  your	  eventual	  

audience,	  who	  may	  be	  less	  familiar	  with	  this	  sort	  of	  work.	  

• Have	  you	  gathered	  any	  documentation	  from	  your	  sessions?	  Video/audio	  of	  your	  

teaching	  the	  class,	  or	  the	  one	  on	  one	  sessions?	  Photos	  of	  the	  activities?	  Student	  

performances	  or	  composition?	  	  

• Also,	  will	  there	  be	  some	  sort	  of	  culminating	  event	  that	  you	  can	  document?	  

• Keep	  up	  the	  good	  work!	  

Josh	  


